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CM – 103 Introduction to Theology
Systematic Theology I

Terminology

Dear student,

Terminology is a major part of any field of study whether education, medicine, law or the study of God (Theology). I’ve provided this list of terms to help provide a foundation for our class meeting in a few weeks. If you are familiar and know these terms the day will go much more smoothly for all of us. Many of the terms are a part of the exam itself so your study is not in vain. God be with you as you prepare.

Adoption – adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and 

have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God

Adoptionism – stresses the man side of Christ; Christ because of His love for mankind, and 
goodness was adopted into the trinity of the Godhead; Jesus was the ideal man and was therefore adopted.
Agnosticism – This person is not persuaded that it's right or wrong. “Gnosis” is Greek for 

knowledge, with the "a" in front meaning not, the word means not-knowledge 

Angelology – Study of Angels
Anthropology – the study of Man
Antilogomena – some spoke against, but they were put in the Bible, “Anti” = against,

“logomena” = speaking, the five books were Song of Solomon, Eccl., Esther, Ezekiel, Proverbs 
Apocrypha – concealed from the people - hidden - spurious (fake), “Apo” = from, “crypha” = 

hide

Apollinarianism – this was settled in 325 AD, Christians were trying to say things about Christ’s 
humanity, Arias was Bishop of Laodicea and he was concerned, he sought to preserve the deity and humanism of Christ 

Apotheosis – moves from human to God instead of Him coming down to earth, in 428 AD he was
the leader in Constantinople, His opponent was Cyril from Alexandria Egypt, Cyril went so far as to say that there was a fusion of Christ with a human nature, it really wasn't either one of these ideas; it was a hybrid

Arianism (from Arius) – this is a form of subordinationism and taught that God was pre-existent,

but that He is a creature; Christ was the first creation, and Christ creates the universe.  
Arminian theory – according to this theory, man is sick, the evil tendency in man may be called 


sin, but it does not involve guilt or punishment
Atheism – is close to pessimism, theism is Greek for God; proceeded again by the letter "a" 


meaning not, Atheism means no-god or not-god 
Depravity – Man’s desire for original righteousness and of holy affections toward God, and the 

corruption of his moral nature and his tendency toward evil is called depravity 

Dichotomy – this theory is supported by a number of facts, God breathed into man but one 

principle, the living soul (Gen. 2:7), in Job 27:3 “life” and “spirit” seem to be used interchangeably, the terms “soul” and “spirit” seem to be used interchangeably in some references (Gen. 41:8 and Psalm42:6; Matt. 20:28 and 27:50; John 12:27 and 13:21; Hebrews 12:23 and Rev. 6:9) 

Bibliology – the Word of God

Canon of scripture – a standard used to determine which writings belonged in the Bible (or term 

designating those writings that had met the standard to be considered holy Scripture) 

Christology – the study of Christ
Consubstantiation – that when one receives the emblems of the Eucharist, he is receiving Christ 

in, over, under and around the emblems of the Eucharist

Conversion – conversion takes place at the conscience level; we repent; and have faith; it is a 

human act 

Conviction – this is when I see my wrong ways and seek God

Demonology – Study of Demons
Docetism - named after its founder (Dokew); they said that Jesus only appeared to be a man, 


Jesus looked like a man; this is false because Jesus really was a man
Dogmatic theology – it is absolute truth, truth that applies to all people, all places, at all times

Ebionitism – comes from the Hebrew word poor, they denied the deity of Christ, they said Christ 
was a man as any other man, he made advances in holiness and became the Son
(adoptionism)

Ecclesiology – Study of the Church
Eschatology – Study of Last Things
Eutychianism – he was a monk at Constantinople and said there was only one nature, a divine
 nature, the human nature was assimilated into the divine nature of Christ 

Fiat creationism – believes earth is young and that it can be precisely dated from day 6 of
 creation. Believes earth is no more than 10,000 years old 

Gap theory – there was a primitive creation prior to the Garden of Eden
Gnosticism – they were the opposite of the Ebionites, they denied Christ’s humanity, there were 
various forms of Gnostics, the idea that God created "Aeon" or Emanation, these then created the next level of Aeon and so forth down the ladder, as the ladder descended and Aeon goofed and created matter, and because of matter sin came to be 

Hamartiology – the study of sin
Homologoumena – everyone agreed these were from God, “Homo” = someone, “logomena” = 


speaking
Homoousia – “Homo” means one or same and “ousia” is Greek for being; this term is used to 

describe the oneness of God. God is one Ousia (being)
Hypostases – means to stand under and relates to the three persons of the Godhead
Hypostatic Union – the personal union in the one person of Christ  

Inerrancy – is a term used to speak of the truthfulness of Scripture 

Inspiration - the influence of the Holy Spirit uniquely qualifying men to communicate divine truth
Justification – that act by which, on the basis of the infinitely righteous and satisfactory work of 
Christ on the cross, God declares all sinners to be free from all the guilt of sin and from its eternal consequences, and declares them to be fully righteous in His sight. 

Mediate Imputation Theory – Mediate imputation understands God as changing or imputing 
guilt to Adam’s descendents through an indirect, or mediate means, Adam’s sin made him guilty and, as judgment, God corrupted Adams nature, we as Adams descendents receive his nature

Messiah – is “Anointed one” or “Christ” 

Modalism – teaches that God has three modes, for different modes or manners, same person but
 he reveals himself in different ways at different times
Nestorianism – this also compromises Christ’s humanity, a monk in 428 AD at Constantinople
named Nestorias said that if Christ was going to be fully human, then He had to be a human, he said that Christ was not originally in the Godhead 

Omnipotent – God is all-powerful 

Omnipresent – god is everywhere at once, there is no place where God is not present 
Omniscient –God knows all things
Ontological – “Onto” means being, and “logical” means discourse; this concerns the being of God apart 

from the way He reveals Himself 
Original sin – Adam’s sin affected more than himself, it was transmitted on to humanity. 

Pelagian theory – this theory holds that Adam’s sin affected only himself; that every human soul 

is immediately created by God, and created innocent, free from depraved tendencies, and able to obey God as Adam was, this theory has never been recognized as scriptural

Pessimism – the pessimist is rather convinced there is no God, Is not only a denial of God but also 

an attitude, a pessimist says that everything bad is going to happen 

Pneumatology – Study of the Holy Spirit
Progressive creationism - believes days of Genesis 1 speaks of overlapping periods of 

undetermined time
Pseudepigrapha - false titles - the books the church has never accepted as authoritative, “Pseud” 


= false, “epigrapha” = written on

Reconciliation – by His death Christ removed all barriers between God and us 

Redemption – Jesus acted as both the ransom and the ransomer so we could be delivered from
 the wrath of a holy God and the penalty of sin
Reprobation Defined – the eternal decree of God whereby He passes some men by  

Regeneration – generation comes from the union between a man and woman; regeneration
 means to do that again, a second time; the spiritual birth; means simply, born again 

Sacrifice - Christ was our sacrificial substitute, He died in our place 

Secularism – this is a commitment to religion without Christianity 

Skeptic – I don't think so, I'm not positive, but don't think so 

Soteriology – Study of Salvation
Systematic theology – is the orderly understanding of God 

Tetragramaton – taken from Greek word which mean “four letters,” hwhy Yahweh

Theistic evolution – belief that everything secular evolutionists are teaching is true, except they

 believe God directed it all. 

Theology – is a study of God and His relationship to all that He has created.

Transubstantiation - when blessed, the wafer and wine of the Eucharist become the actual body 

and blood of Christ

Trichotomy – this theory holds that man consists of three distinct elements: body, soul and spirit,

the body is the material part of our nature, the soul is the principle of animal life, and the spirit is the principle of our rational life
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Systematic Theology 1

Systematic Theology (2007 Edition) – Stanley Horton

1)
What four themes make up the full gospel message that believers at the turn of the century felt would restore New Testament Christianity to the church?

a)


b)


c)


d)


2)
Why did Charles Fox Parham and his followers desire the power of the Spirit?

3)
What were the three theological divisions in the Pentecostal movement in its first 16 years?

a)


b)


c)


4)
What issue necessitated the development of the Statement of Fundamental Truths?

5)
Give a brief definition of each of the three types of external religious authority.

a)


b)


c)


6)
Give a one-sentence definition of theology.

From where is theology to come?


7)
Biblical and exegetical theology places great emphasis on what?

8)
In Calvinism what does the TULIP acronym stand for?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


What are the five primary theses of Arminianism found in the Articles of Remonstrance?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


9)
What do the terms “general revelation” and “special revelation” mean?

What are the three sources of general revelation?

a)


b)


c)


10)
What is verbal plenary inspiration?

11)
What is inerrancy?

12)
What is meant by the term “canon of scripture?”

What does it contain?

13)
Does the Bible try to prove the existence of God?

14)
List and briefly define each of the seven constitutional attributes of God?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f)


g)


15)
What are the eight moral attributes of God?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f)


g)


h)


16)
Why are the names of God significant?

17)
What is the significance of Genesis 1:26-27 in forming our doctrine of the trinity?

18)
Explain John 14:16 and its value in helping us understand that the Holy Spirit is equal to Christ in the Godhead?

19)
In what ways do the birth, baptism, and resurrection of Jesus show us the interrelationships of the Trinity?

a)


b)


c)


20)
How can Jesus’ command to baptize in “the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) be reconciled with Peter’s statement, “be baptized...in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38)?

21)
What are the seven facts brought out in the Bible concerning angels?

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f)


g)


22)
What are some of the ways angels work in a believer’s life?

a)


b)


c)


d)


23)
What word does the term “Satan” come from?


24)
Why does the Sovereign God allow satanic opposition to exist?

a)


b)


25)
Briefly define each of the following.

a) Theistic evolution - 


b) Gap theory - 


c) Fiat creationism - 


d) Progressive creationism - 


26)
Summarize the six tenets upon which proponents of the gap theory, fiat creationism and progressive creationism can all agree.

a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f)


27)
What does a trichotomist believe?

Briefly define each of the three parts.

a)


b)


c)


28)
What does the Bible mean when it says man was created in the image of God?

29)
Define the following terms in relation to man’s sinfulness.

a) Original sin - 


b) Solidarity - 


c) Corruption - 


30)
Who is subject to punishment for sin?


31)
Is temptation sin?
Why or why not?


32)
What is the unpardonable sin?

33)
What does the word logos mean?

Where is it used and how does it apply to Jesus?

34)
How many times is the term “Son of Man” used?


What are the two possible meanings of this term?

a)


b)


35)
What does the word Messiah mean?


Why did Jesus avoid this term?


36)
What is meant by the term “Virgin Birth?”

What are two reasons why some have struggled with the doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Jesus?

a)


b)


37)
Explain the penal-substitution theory.

38)
Briefly define the following terms as they relate to Christ’s saving work.

a) Sacrifice - 


b) Reconciliation - 


c) Redemption - 


39)
What is meant by the word justification?


(Cont’d on next page.)

40)
Biblically, what does perseverance not mean?

Biblically, what does perseverance refer to?

